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To the VVorkhipfull 


the Major,the Common Coun: 


cell, and thereſt ofthe Inhabitants of 
T aunton&Hagdalen,my duely reſpected, 
Tis and ; affected friends. 


this be but a heap f things, not orderly digeſted in a curious 
Method , but haſtily throwne np together , as the ſhort time 
for preparation would permit 5, ( this ſervice following cloſe 
upon the Sabbath dayes labour) yet it may ſerve for a meneo- 


riallof that ſicet and pretions mercy, which if it dye in your 
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_ ., The Epiſtle Dedicatory, © 
thoughts, 1deſtre to dye withit. The Lord ſet up alaſting 


monument of this deliverance in our hearts, and write it there 
with a pen of Iron; and the point of a Diamond in indeleble 
Charaders, that no injuries of time may cver blot it ont again ; 
and give us yet at length, to renderto him according to the 
benefits hehath doneus, left we provoke him to repent, and = 
doe us evill after he hath doneus good. | 
My heart bleedes when Ithinke what God hath done, what 
he 2xpe@s, what we returne , and what is likely to become of 
all in the latter end. I have a horrid ap __ of it, as | 
the Prophet had; if after God hath puniſht us farreleſle then ig 
our iniquities deſerve, and giv'n us ſuch a deliverance as 
this, we ſhould againebreake his Commandements. Fe ſhould 
againe ? Why, we doe break them ſence there came deliverance, 
and that more frequently and boldly then wee did before, The 
Lord breake our hearts forit , and helpe us to make up our 
breaches and our controverſies with him. in, and by him, who og 
55 our peace, before our houſes ( that beleft) be all deſolate; 
= ;t come. to,Oh that thou had{t knownesbefore the wrath 
of God ariſe againſt us, and there beno remedy. EI! 
All that IT have to adde is this deſtre, that as the Sermon 3s 4 
monument ( ſ#ch as it is) of Gods praiſe, for the deliverance 
of this happy day: So this Dedication of it , may be. amo- 
nument of my thankfulneſle to yo, for all the great encon- 
ragement.and hindneſic, and reſpeF, with which you have re- . 
freſht his bowells, whe is,in the Apoſtles ſtile, 2 Cor.g.5. 
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Your Servant for Jeſus ſake, 
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GODS PRAISE. 


AND 


PsAL. 76.10. 


Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee , the remainder of 
wrath ſhalt thou reſtraine. 


Sg E arc aſſembled in the preſence of the Lord 
this day to make good this text. Not to 
 preachupon it onely, nor to heareit, but 
toad it. To take occaſion from the wrath 
of man to praiſe the Lord. And certaine- 
ly if ever any people in the world had 
cauſe to ſay, as the Prophetin my text, 


Surely the wrath of man ſhall prayſe thee, we the poore peo- 
Ple of this place have cauſe to fay it. Surely the wrath of 
man , which was ſo largely manifeſted, and ſo mightily re- 
firain'd; ſhall quicken usand ſtirre us up to celebratethe 


Prayſes ofthe God of our ſalvation, 


'This 


. Mans wrath, and 


This Pſalme is Euchariſticall, a Pſalme of proyie & there. | 


fore yeeldsfit matter fora day of prayſe. Yea forthis day 6f 
prayfeasfit (Irhink )asanyin the eof God. For the 
occaſion of it was the ſame(as moſt Interpreters reſolve) 
with the occaſion ob the prayſes of this ſolemne day ; viz; the 
rayſing of the ſiege which the 4/5rian King had laid againſt 
Jeruſalem. | I DW 
His great Commanders were come up againſt it wth a migh- 
ty haſt, as you may ſee 2King, 18.17. & threatned utter ruine 
and deſtructionto it: & that in'ſuch a height of volenceand 
pride and ſcorne, as ever any eare heard. Sothat the hearts of 
Hezchkiah and his people melted in their boſomes : But God 
comes in and cheereth them with a moſt ſweet and comfor- 
table meſſage by the Prophet, Chap. 19.20.8&c. And for the 
proud Aſſyrian King, he tells him that his wrath aud rage & 
E129mlt were come up into his ears, And that how cruell,& how 
b'oudy & how barbarous foever his intentons were; he ſhould 
not bring them into actandexecution : For he would put his 
hooke into his noſtrils,4nd his bridle in his lips, and turne hine 
back by the way by which he came, ver. 27.28, And hewould 


diligently defend the City and ſave it for his owne ſake. verſ.34; © 


| ſent an Angell 
that went out; aydſmote in the Canspe of the 4fſyrians ow | 
Ared fonreſcore and froe thouſand men. ver.35, Alter 


And fo accordingly the following night he 
f 75 
newes you hear, theſjegeis raiſed, and the City: is kelivercd, 


With referenceto thisdetiverance;this Pfal. ofthankfulnes' 


was pen'd. In which the Prophet magnifieth God who brake 
the (eeds of the bow,the Þidls, the fr | pa rd 375 Ut 
»9:Whoſpojled the ſtonthearted,&- made them sleep their laſt 
sleepe; for ſo the Angell came upon them. in the night you 
know, as it isJikely when they were aſleep, & never ſuffered 
them towake more : Who cauſed jadezwent to be heard from 
heaven, for thence he ſent that fatal meſfehger vho. made 
inch bloudy works among ther. Andin NN _ 
almi 
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Gods Praife. 3 
Pſalmuſt cheeres and comforts up himſelf, andallthe people 


ofthe Lord, with this aſſurance, drawn out of experience, 
and outofthat which he had ſeen the Lord to doe againſt the 


- Proud Afſ5rian King when he was in the height and huffe of 


all his rage & violenceagainſt Jeruſalem. Surely the wrath of 
yan ſhall praiſe thee the remainder of wrath ſbalt thou reſtraine. 
Sothat the words (you ſee) containethe Prophets ſweet 
and comfortable meditation againſt the wrath aud rage of 
man;zwhich they had lately experience ofzin theattept of the 
4fſprian hoſt againſt Jeruſalem: Andit is here ſet down in a 
tion. Furſt here 1s wrath. And then here's a remainder & 
an overplus of wrath. 1 Here is wrath let out to execution, and 
againſt thatthe comfort 1s that Godwill turnit to his Praiſe 
and advance his'glary by it:;:Surely thewrath ofman (ſo 
much as thou art. pleaſed togive way unto, toſuffer tobe 
wrackt and vented on: thy people ) that ſhall praiſe thee. 2 
Andthen here's a remainder & an overplus of wrath(tor there 
isnocndin it )andagainſtthat the comfort is, that God wil 
limitand reftrameit. So much as he foreſces will ſerve tothe 
advancement gy he permits unreſtrained;and the re- 
mainder of it,, which will notbe ſubſervient to this bleſſed 
end and purpoſe, be reſtraines. | 
The wrath of man 15not ſofull ofrage'and bitterneſſe , as 
theſe/wonds are full of fweetnefſe.. And yet (my brethren) 
theyare not ſ{ofweet, but they axe as certarne too, and there: 
fore they are bound with an aſleveration here, which takes 
away all lefrom them. Surely the wrath of man ſhall 
praiſethee;theremamder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain. 
 - HTfbonld makethe utmoſt of thisgolden ſentence (cve- 
ry.lank afro is precious) the abltovations would be ma- 
1 <[Buit becawſe thetime is ſhort; T ſhall wrapupthefumof 
ahdt'mightbegathered henooin twoconehttons; which 
youſhalf ſee tolye before you in the ſurfaceand the letter of = 
the Text thatherhatrunnes may xeade them. 1.. The _ 


[ 


OT IE. Mans wrath, and 
and rage of wicked men againſt the people' of the Lord -is very 
great, ſo great that there is no endof it. When they have pro- 
ceeded furtheſt in execution of their malice, there is an over- 
plus and a remainder , there is more behind ſtill. 2c Though it 
have no limits init, yet the Lord ſets limits toit , and — 
prayſe and glory to himfſelfe. from it. . Iſhallpurſuethemin 
ther order, as the time will ſuffer, beginning with the firſt. 
Do@#. The wrath and rageof wicked men againſt the peo- 
pleof the Lord is very great, ſogreatthat thereisnoend of 
it. When they have proceeded furtheſt in execution of their 
malice, theretsan overplusand a remainder , there is more 
behind ſtill. | 
Thereis w aww alwayes in their wrath, the wrath of man, 
ſhallpraife thee, (ſaith thePſalmiſt in my Text) and there= 
»ainder of wrath ſhaltthoureſtraine.: So that let themhave 
executed what they will or what they can, there is. 4 reſidue 
of rage and fury in the hearts of wicked men for Godtocurbz 
which if it werenot mightily reſtrained by the hand of hea- 
ven, would break outeven tothe utter ruineand deſtracti.- 
on of the Church. Their venomeisnot all ſpit, their malice 
is notall ſpent. there's no Nox x/tra in their cruelty. I 
For further cleering of the truth of this , it is to. beconſi- 
dered what the 'Holy Ghoſt obſerves of HE ko D : 
that when hee: had: done many barbarous and bloody 
acts againſt the Church, he added yet this above all , that hee 
ſhutup br in priſon; Luk. 3. 20. Hehad doneenough be- 
fore, ſufficient, any man would think, to have drawne.his 


rage dry; but this comes after for a vantage; as you ſee, it 'is 
added above all And there was more behind ſhll, whichyou 
may readily obfervetobe drawn forth on all occafionsalong 
the current of hisſtory, Thoſe enemicsof 'whom'thePial- 
milt ſpeaks, ?ſal. 124: 3.; if they had beenendued with pows 
er according; to their rage}; they would have {wallowed up. 
Gods people quicke, ſo deſperately they were bent againſt them. 
Like ravenous beaſts they would not have forborne ſolong 

to 


Gods —_ | 


at tokill thei firſt, {kc 


would greedil and haſtily have ſnapt themup, and 
Faeroe dat them alive. The cruelty of Edoapi isrem | 
nothing wil fatisfic him but the utterdeſolation of the Lords 
Jeruſalem:Down with it, down with it even to the grouud.'And 
Babylon goes further yet, ſhe takes the little ones, and daſhes 
them againſt the ſtones. What ſouldiers heart almoſt would 
not relent and melt at this, not only in hot blood , tomow 
downe armed enemies together i in the Geld : bur afterwards 
tocomedeliberately into s —_— Towne, and there to 
take uplictlechildren {| bythe heeles , and to daſh 
out their braines again 3 Yet thus deale Babylon 
with Gods people. rm te Saints of God aces by 
blood = perfenmors, qugthey: cruell men, Hebr. 1x. 36. and the 
verſes, That placemay ſervein ſtead -where 
ol ſetteth forthat hgecbs matchleſſecruelties that = 
they endured, and makesa Catalogueof divers exquiſite and 
horrid tortures they ſuffered, which ſeemeth tobepenn'dm 
and linesofblood.” They hadtryall of erndthaock- 
s and ſrourgings, yea moreover of bandr and inepr iſonment. 
any ah they were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were 
slarn with the ſword, they they wandred bore ine free 4 Kurz rand 


goet-ehjnr bring dſttte, of lcd yetths 
>unparalle] fin hotneſs room rony 


 Aotifn if we Gunch theſtories of the Church (my brochrea) 
we ſhall find, that the ages ſince ourSaviour; have equal't,” 


verata 


ded h, | r 4; 
Ku the Saints. - / my wharery they waxed Nil 
B 


ore 


6 Mans wrath, and © 
mave nid againſt them.as the phrafe is, AFc 26.11, And as a 
mad man kniowsno meaſurcin his fury, ſoit was with theſe 
men. Mad they were, and adder every day they grew ; ſo 
that they ſought out new deviſed tortures, ad hee was 
thought to have deſerved well that didevill in the inventi- 
on: T heſe dayes of warand delolation have furniſhtus with 
theſad examples of the endletie fury of ungodly men , fo 
that Incedtoſay nomore, - we haveſceneit by experience, 
that'the wrath of wicked men againſt, &c. Nor need wee 
wonder atit my beloved, fore tt 
i: They are by nature full of all — , fofull that 
theyare hketo burſt withit. They are of barbarous, & blou- 
dy, and:inhumane diſpoſitions. Mercy (my brethren) isa 
frut of Gods ſpirit,: and conſequently is indeed in none but 
Godspebple. Wicked'men have no mercte, andſo they ſhew 
#0 hwercie; as the Apoſtle James ſpeakes. Or if they have'a 
kidofmercy in them, it 1s a mercy mercileſle,( if I may ex- 
preſlentip) their mercies, yea their tendermercies are crucll, 
Ptovn®2.zo. Eheyaremen of ſhipid {pivits; of fkred-confei- 
ences, andhard hearts;they areas the A rt [peaks'; Ephef. 
4-i19. Gnmeymibres paſt feeling, Their wickedneſie; mmanFof 
themhath quite extinguiſht thoſeſſender ſparks of mgenu-- 
wixrb}dithe decayesofnature left innthem, ſotharfor rage. 
qrideraelty theynreberomhe Porte” ereletwrer;” ANIIRNGSHHE 
Seripturelikensthemt\ beires/and bulls, SafparatWrrgers, 
and Leviathans, and other ravenous and fierce creatures.” 
Yeaasifrlicywerit beyond the eruelleſt of beaſts on dry/and, 
theyarecomphredboiSeizonſiere; Lamili4 ge! OH 
-2.:And a&they areby{Natute full bf! rage and mivlice; '{o/ 
theiriruge anal walice snextreiacty. heightyredd by the 4artþþ , 
anderntitiocthey bays adaiveſithe Lords paople {art henterr 
is;rhpbrferels ngendinderFori enmity cHlls bir the rae! 
thavie within; and makeswiweltheyondall meiſare! Now? 
there is111 thehearts of rwicked men a bitter etmity agarkſt 
0 . the 


Gods Praiſe. E 


the womans ſeed, againſt the Children of the Church,they 
hatethemwith a perfect hatred, and that, to the very deaths 
and therefote they: will ſhew them'no mercy- 21 Some pity 
they. may ſheyy perhaps to othermen ;: tomen of their own 
Tribe ,/ to perſonsthat are lewd and wicked and abomina- 
ble like themſelves : but for the Saints theyſhall not taſte a 
drop of ;it.. How pittfull was .Saw'touAgag? His tender 
heart ( forſooth )! would nor permit: him to-deſtioy him; 
but he had no ſuch. tender: heart to: Holy David ;, if hee 
could once have gotten him into his power, [ hee had ſurely 
dyed for its, And becauld kill almoſtan biiddred of: the 
Priefts, of God none hourt., withoutremorſe: or reluttas 
tion. -, SO Ahab ſeemes tomelt uporBehadad,”: an open 
enemy of Gods people; -he calls biz brother ;, and he ſhall 
know;thathe willzfe berrlike «brother; and that he will not 
takeaWay his life. from him, though. God himſthte hadaps 
poynte( him ao dye2iiAnd:yet hee: butchers iall ther pro- 
phets of; the Lord thathee ca fetinto hishahds,. without 
mergy or compaſſion.:: This is 'the manner of ungodly men; 
Pity; thay; have:for vitious tind Prophane-perſons,- but 
they havenone for:Gods People:; no they: muſt taſteithe 
utmoſt of their furie. Their malice and their rage againft 
them 1s ſogreat., thatnothing willappeaſe it but theirutter 
extizpation, nothing but their cutting off; that they may 
hayeng, more 4bting,,nonmor fo wndh as the wemoriall::of 
e being, that thenameof:iffradl may bee ho mote rerhemi 
bredy Pod. 83d: yolls onde bits dere hh nr ning 
What was it that boyled up ho of our malicious ez 
nemies1o. EhogenAye,s butbec We were(as theyac 
counted a5.) . lifichand 4 precife/Tonine,; thbugh:G 01 
knowes wehavecver beenitbolkrge arid too looſe! ?: hdeed 
that hatred which. ariſes from ;:Religion is bittereſt of:any 
other...; Thefirfi:thatever was; was: forndedthere';and 
youkwow botfaroinittan, ie crdodneg; tilt arrivedbat 
Ex FIT) 2 the 
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9 TT Mans wrath, and 
the ſheddingof a brothers bloud. This b rings. forth, in- 
wortale  odinm Of nunquaie. IR; This' makes 
the brother to deſtroy the brother , tht "father to deliver up the 
_ to death "2. Chriſt {peaks La Lwke 21.16. It reſpetts not 
conntrey, friendſhip ; allyance, kindred, any thing, t knowes 
nobounds of moderation. And ns "my brethren) 
that the rage of wicked men of the Lord 
is ſuch a bottomleſſe andiend 5 "becauſe they hate 
e 


them for holineſſeand for rel _— =_ #.) _- 
yo. a that the wicked 


Uſe 1. Andisitſo(m __ 
men, &c.- | Then in the firſtplace,let it be a Coveat tous,nd 
totriuſtthem,) nor toleaveany. thing (( if we can 'hinderir) 
ro:their mercy. | It "concernes us very'deeply totye them 
up as ſhort, to-keepe them in'as ta com _ 
wee' can. /' Their on pra. it once get rye 
bannds and. hints 9. #3 and therefore'wee en ped 
if weebetable;! 'weemuſt hampertheny, ) and blalle chem 
254 tan would 'doe wilde Beaſts and brate =_ 
Scripture likensthem to ſaich;, | as wee have 
by "hack: the: Holy: Ghoſt -would have us! ro: know; 
IS diſpoſivias my (4FC of 5; avd How: wee are: #0 deate with 
then: 

And yet miſtake menot, Idoenct ſay hefebrutiſh Crea- 
mid be CHO. by popular and private bends, ina tu- 
SE 5 (no, this 1s aoronan tg God)burby the 


ack afraid,that they who have autho- 
an 065 rages ce them arenot.ſo 
be. \:'That there is 
en! donor fr wn ory as have 


poſkion, ur ey bers fach 
as becnmogerue andof amlde rr 
nearer G of his peop ie I Ss 
to0-ſoone, F they fawnandflater, 


2113 give 


Gods Praife. | 9 
give faire words and: romiſcs and p! ations : and who 
would not doe fo, if after he haveſhewed himſelfe fo farre, 
and had hishands ſo in fomuch blood; and as much as 
" in'himlyes, in the deſtruction ofthis glorious kingdome, 

 hemay be entertained andreceived upon equall terms, with 
thoſe who have been moſt cordiall, and havelaid out them- 
ſelves for Godand for his cauſe z What ever wiſer men may 
thinke, it's ſomewhat early, as it ſeems to me, totruſt them, 
and to commit our ſelves to them. ; 

We might learne a point of prudence and Chriſtian poli- 
ciein holy Devid, 1 Sam. 24. ult. There was a neere affinity 
by reaſon of his marriagebetween Sax! and him. Sal had 
acknowledged Duvids innocence , his kindneſle, and made 
him goodly proteftations as a man could doe. And yet when 
all was done, theholy Ghoſt obſerves ; that Saul departed 
home, and" David gat himnup into the hold. As who ſhould 
fay, he would not truſt him, notwithſtandingalt this. A ſfim- 
ple harmlefſe man would have beleeved Sax, he would have 
thoughttharall had been in rrarh charhee had faid, andſo 
have pur himſelfe into his powes.” He would have reaſoned 
with himſelf tothis purpoſe. I ſee that $a is altered now, 
for he acknowledges hiserrours, ( as there hee dothin that 
place) he confelles his offence , he promiſesas fairely, and 
It ſhould ſeemeas cordially as a man can doe. And ſhall I not 

ive crediteto his vowesand proteſtations ? It is impoſlible 
now he hath ſo declared himſelfe ſo publiquely, ſocarneſt- 
ty,that hee ſhould everbreakewith me. But David was a 
little wiſer then to:commit himſelfe to Sal, hee was too 


olde now'to bee caught withafew faire words from him, in 
whom he had experience of ſomuch falſenefſe. No no, hee 
will not truſt him yer, he will not ſlight his Garrifon , hee 
will not yet deliver up the placeofhis defence. ' $al- depar- 
org -"_ the Text, ad David and his men. gat then up into 
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Io Mans wrath, and 


Vſe 2. Tsit-{o my-brewbren,, :thatthe ragenfi wicked 
= the people of the Lord, -is ſuch abottomleiig&; Ra 
leſlie rage ?' Then ler us earneſtly beſexch the Lord that we * 
may-not bee given up into their power what eyer judgement; 
comeupon us, ; True it is, wee muſt contelle wehavede- 
ſerved heavy judgements , bitter itryalls,; ſharpe correct. 
ons 3 and if theLord ſee fit, we ought with mecknelleto 
{ubmit tothem , and patiently to beare his indignation-be- 
cauſe wee have ſinn'd againſt hin, Put yet let us bee earneſt 
with him , that if he be reſolved toſeourge us , hee wopld 
be pleas'd totakethe paines to.chaſten-us himſelfe,' andngy 
to giveus upinto the hands of thoſe whoſe terider mercies 
arecruet. Ohlet: us begge as the Prophet Beviddid in.fuch 
a caſe, 2 Sam. 24: 14.' Let vs fall-new.inta the bantls, of God, 


for his mercies are-great;, ard ot into.the' hands of hirbarous. 


and. bloody :men.  Andet it beourſtudieand endeavour ig 
to walke;' that weedoenot provoke the;Lord. to. take thig 
ſharpe' and rigid. courſe with us. And:to this end wee 
muſt be carefall ro-avoidchofefinnes which! cauſe the Lord 
toleavea people'ora perſon m the hands; of 'fach-wretches: 
I might be _ copious here;; but I-tha]l name-but tyyo par- 
ticulars for haſte, and {oon, © oo ole fg ct 

1... Fhe firſtthatI will mentjon is, for/aking God:; and ea- 


fling off his ſervice hen men wy] be rio. longes /ubjed# to the 


Lord.(at leaſt they will notbeobedient to him fully, , burin 
ſome certaine things only ). then he willmakethem .ſabjet 
to their cruell enemies.: And when they caſt. away hzs taſte 
goake, the Lord will lay a heavier-yoake-upon:them, the yoalq 
of mercileſſe oppreſſion by barbatous and-bloudy; men; This 
1s theſin for which he threatens it. to his people,as you mg 
ſee, Deut. 28. 47. Becauſe thon:ſervedſt notthe Lord in, glid 
neſſe.andin j —Ta_— of heart inthe abundance of all things 5 
therefore thou (halt ſerve thine enenie in hunger aud in #hirſ# 
and nakedneſſe, and in the want of all things, and he —_— 
4 yoake 
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-X'yoake of ion en thy necke, untill be have deſtroyed thee. And 
(this we ſee ateordinglyFalfilled on Tſrael often iti the 'hooke 
of hedges. Aslotig as they were fairhfull and'6bedient; they 
were free fromenemies; they tlouriſht ina profp:rois ſtate: 
but when they once forſooke the Lord, and'grew weary of 
his ſervice, their adverſaries were the chiefe , and they that 
hated thens, ruled over them. To this effect ,wve haveamemo- 
rable inſtance, 2 Chro,'12.5. The Princesand the people had 
ſate looſe from God, and gone a whoring after other gods: 
and thereupon the Prophet comes and ſounds this terrible 
allarttiin their eares,, Thus ſaith the Lord, yethave forſaken 
me, ani therefore 1 have alſo1eft you int the hands of Shithack:. 
- 9:9. Tfeethatyonare weary of my ſervice , and therefore 
. youſhall ſerve your enemies another » hile, I haveleft yon 
; Hntheirhands.'- There letthem. worry you and ſpoile you, 
_ there lerthem kill youtnddeftroy yous let them'doe whar 
_ they will forme, - you arcout ofmy protection, Thaye /eft 
: you, I-takenio further charge nor care of you. | | 
. 12, Another'thing provoking God''to givea perſonora 
people up int9the hands of ctuell men', 1s-701-proficrence 
y þi*haufpon then Forwhen be fees they willnot profit 
_ by tigmifdand gentle hand, then he delivers then? into the 
haridsofthofe that will pay them to the purpoſe.” You ſhall 
obfervethattherearefome affliftions which are ma peculi- 
arname caled?hehbuntof God mScripture, as thepeſtilence 
for mſtante, fot ſhyou find it terird, 2: Sam: 24,14: Let us 
full ndw\4ltto the bun of Gol faith David there. And that 
you may not doubt whatis intended by the hand of Gad, it 
$20 ly dttieted thiche folowmyg words: [the Lord 
ſeri wþdftentt pou thÞprppe:Now when this hand of Odd 
revall a = Hightred imd*contemned, and brings 


HH nid Hence rd pedple,, © when he percnjvesthayie 
WH nevet Benet there be ſome rougher dealing us, h& 
raves thith tithe hands ofcruell men” The Lord Him 
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hath an exceeding tender heart towards his poagin, his ve- 

-bowels yearn upon them when hee heares cry, fo 
that hee knowes not how to lay ſo much upon them as their 
iniquities deſerve, nor as is needfull for their reformation. 
And therefore when he meanes to have them ſoundly ſcour- 
ged indeed, he gives themup unto the power of wicked 
men , andthey he knowes will doe it throughly. If hee 
chaſten. them himſelfe, their cryes and teares will overcome 
him, and make his bowels yearn within him, as he ſpeakes: 
and therefore he withdrawes himſelfe, hegoesaway, and 
leaves that office to ungodly men , and = will ſcourge 
them till they bleedand roare, for they haveno compaſit- 
_ in them ; thereis (as you haveheard) noend of their 

ury. 

; now (my brethren) I befeech you let us look home. 
Thehandof God, I meane the plague of peſtilence, hath been 
on us the people of this place, a firſt, a ſecond, anda 
third time, within the compaſle of a very few yeares. Bur 
what amendment hath there followed .> May not the Lord 
complaine of us as once hedid of Trae}, Amos 4. 10. Ihave 
ſent peſtilence among you after the manner of Egypt, and yet 
you have not returned to me, ſaith the Lord ?1 no que- 
ſtion there were ſome who were fo farre affeted with this 
ſtroke of God, that they returned to hing that ſmote them, 
and reformed many things. But they were but arexmant 
that returned : they werebut as the gleanings after the Vin- 
tage.as the Apoſtle ſpeakes. Truly (my brethren) Ihave 

Ye9 : Rt 
lookt abroad aswideas I amable, to ſeeif any univerſall 
Reformation have followed this affliction in this place; and 
I profeſſe unto you in the preſence of the God of Heaven 
and-Earth , that I know not where tofinde it, . nor yet in. 
what particular to ſay ; that wee are better then wee. were 
before. _ Sure T am, that ſwearing , drunkenpeſle,. un- 
cleannefſe , profaning of Gods holy day; arenot mn Las a- 

ting 
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abating :hand, the face of things among us looks as ill 
as ever,men ſeek the things of Chriſt as little, themſelves 
& their own ends as much as ever. Ahmy beloved, if this 
be all the fruit of the hand of God upon us,the clouds that 
for ſo long a time have lowred blacke upon us, arenot ſo 
diſpelled yet ; but that the Lord can raiſe up other ene- 
' mies amongus , or bringin forreign enemies npon ns, that 
ſhall make us know the price 0 —_— and deſpifing 
his gentle and indulgent dealing with us. | 
Yſe 3. Isitſomy brethren, that the wrath and rage 
of wicked men againſt the people of the Lord is ſuch, 
and ſo exceeding great, that there is no end of it > Oh 
then what cauſe have we , the people of this place to magni- 
7 fie the Lord that hath delivered us from this wrath, and 
i from the rage of theſe men.? Alas how neere were wee to 
 haveit wreaktuponus to the very utmoſt ! 7f the Lord 
had not beene on onr ſide , now may we truly ſay, if the 
Lord had not beene on our fide when men roſe up againſt 
#s they had ſwallowed us up quickg , ſo deſperately were 
they bent againſt us. Wee had aſſuredly ene madea 
prey to the enkindled and envenom'd rage of the moſt 
bloody, ſavage, hardned, and remorſeleſſe enemies, 
thateverdrew the ſword in theſe warres ; whoſe ſpight 
and rancour was raiſed to the height againſt us. Ah my 
beloved thinke upon it : What might you have expeFted 
from thoſe ſavage creatures that were gathered round a- 
bout you ? Nay, what did you exped , if this poore 
; Towne had beene taken by aſſault 2 Looke'backe' a 
[ little beſeech you, and returne upon the thoughts! and 
| apprehenſions that you had, when men camemn- with 
pale and ghaſtly countenances , and with trembling 
hands and tongues ,. and cryed, Alas, alas, the enexuid 
is broken in.at ſwch a place , hee is come within the lie, 
aboundance of our men are line, and the veſÞ' have 
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left the workes., the Towne is loſt, there is no remedie, 
When ſuch ſad allarums were, bethinke your ſelves, 
what did you looke for from theenemie? conſult with 
your owne hearts, I makeno doubt, the worſt that cru- 
elty it ſelfe could deviſe to inflict. 

You may a little gueſſe (my BRETHREN) what 
they would have done , by that which they have 
done where they had power. You may reade itin 
the ruines of this place. Shall I fay looke about the 
Towne of TAuNToON. and tell her Bulwarkes and 
her Towers , @:c 2 No my beloved , looke about 
her and tell her  heapes of rubbiſh, her conſumed 
houſes , a multitude of which are raked in their owne 
aſhes. Here a poore forſaken Chimney , and there 
a little fragment of-a Fall ,. that have eſcap't to 
tell what barbarous and monſtrous wretches there have 
beene here. Cnrſed be their wrath, for it was fierce, 
and their rage, for it was cruell. . But bleſſed be our 
GoD for ever, that did not giveus over as a prey unto 
their teeth. Oh blefſed be our God for evermore, that 
kept us from ſuch endleſſe and unſatiable rageas theirs 
was 3 Who when wee had no helpe nor hope left, 
wrought out a great ſalvation for a poore people. Me 
thinkes I could dwell here, but that the time runs, and 
thereis a ſecond obſervation, to which I amenforc't to 
haſten. 

Do@F. Bethe wrath of wicked men as endleſle and un- 
fatiable as it will ; though it havenolimits in it, yet the 
Lo KD ſets limitsto it; and fetches praiſe and fie to 
himſelfe from it. 51-301 

The obſervation as youſee, conſifts of two parts or 
two'branches. Firſt,God ſets limits to the wrath of wick- 
ed men. And ſecondly, he fetches glory fromit. T wil pro- 
ceed with them diſtintly and inorder. | 
| [. Branch. 
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1. Branch. Sometimes the Lord ſets limits to the wrath 
of wicked men : though hee permit a parcell of it to 
breake out, yet the remainder hee reſtraines, as you 
have it i my Text. Although their rancour have 0 
bounds within , yet GoD ſets bounds to the externall 
exerciſe of it. Let them bee as outragious as they 
will, and let them briſtle while they can ; the. Lord 
haththem ina chaine, and hee will take them ſhore 
at his pleaſure. The Heather rage , faith holy D a- 
VID, Pſalme 2. 1. their paſſions boyle within their 
boſomes, ' that is, the working of their ſenſuall pride z, 
and then they plot, and they imagine howto vent, and 
how to wreake this rage of theirs, that is the working 
of their intelleFuall part. But doe they execute 
it > No, GoD will not ſuffer them. Their policy 
and fury doth melt away, and come to nothing; they 
imagine a vaine thing. | The wrath of the AsSY R1- 
A N Was exceeding 'great / fo great that Go 9 hun- 
{elfe takes notice SEu , 2 K1NGS 19. 27. © know 
thy abode,ſaith hee ,' thy going out, and thy comming in, 
 andthy rage againſt me ; Hee takes it as againſt himſelfe, 

becauſe it was againſt his People. The enemie was full 
of rage, and on hee would againſt the Citie , and 
meant*to doe” great 'matters.”'' But marke what' fol- 
lowes 27 will put my hooke into'thy noſtrills, and my 
bridle in thy lips, and turne thee backe by the wa 
by which thou comeſ?. - And with reſpe& to this ſaith 
the holy Prophet here: Smrely the wrath of man ſhall 
Hee "thee", "#he- reminder; of wrath: ſhalt thou 're- 

pabep On (11-002 ODEON TaHE NONE IG 
- 'E:Thall enlarge thy Yee ng Further here 
EE oy boy 
wan this'$ @ Kr4 AE: and this pot? of DoFrins ful 
filled "in your eyes; Flow” fall*of fanicour thoſe ma- 
C 2 lictous 
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licious wretches were who came againſt this poor Town, 
your ſelves who heard their railings and their bitter 
threatnings, who ſaw and felt their cruel deeds, can 
tell, They came upon you with an open mouth , and 
thought to have devoured you ſuddenly , but,G.o D 
would not ſuffer them. You ſaw (my brethren ) ma- 
ny of you who are here beheld it ; they came over 
your Workes, and the Line, that you had made, and 
you could not hinder them. But G o D had made a 
line within yours, andover that they could not get, be- 
yond that they could not-paſſe. And certamely if 
ever G o Ddid boundand limit furious men, if ever he 
did ſay untothem as the Pſalmiſt perſonages him, ſpea- 
king to the Sea - thus farre you ſhall come, andno far. 
ther; Hee did it herein this place. You have ſeene it 
my beloved, you have found it by experience ; and ſo 
you bave reafon now of any people inthe Wok LD 
to lay , the wrath of Man did G o D reſtraine. Somewhat 
indeed, hee ſuffered them to vent and to bring to 
execution, upan our friezds, upon our Perſops ,, up- 
on our houſes and eſtates 5 But the remainder hee did 
reftraine.. _ | Me; 
Reaſon. Andthis hee hath done, and will ever. doe; 
becauſe hee ſees his. people. caunot beare.,the atmoſt of 
the wrath and rage: of - wicked men. \ Tt hee: ſhould 
fuffer all the weight thereof to, lye. upan.them ;.ci- 
ther they would reach Ts their hands. to evill ,, ot 
elſe their hearts would faint aud fnke.,auder. its »:: 
Beloved, Godis yep .cendenly. alfected ta.his poare 
people, (Iſpeakeit after themanner ofmen) and thene- 
ore, though ' hee: fuffer, theys fometimes. ta;have a | 
taſte, of, the, rage of wicked meh for their coyredtionq 

yet When they lay it on withoug aneafure ;. hoe 
ders with hunſelte, as once he did concerning E phriss 
102 
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im. Teremie 3O. 20. Hee is myſonne, hee is my pleaſant 
chlde ftill. © And therefore when hee foes ba = 
{ant childe abour to faint , and when the enemies are 
readyto devoure his people, then his bowells worke 
within him, and out hee cryes, hold thee, no more, 
1 can ſuffer it. no longer. Sometimes indeede hee 
goes away, and leaves his children in the hands of 
wicked and ungodly men to ſcourge them. But when 
hee heares themcrye and roare, ſo that they are about 
toſwound : then heecomes running in and ſayes, Com- 
fort yee, comfort yee my people, they have received dow- 
ble. You merciletle and cruel] wretches, you have gi- 
ven my Children double, twice as amch as they can 
beare : and ſo hee fallsa kiſfling them to fetch life in 
them amdine:-:tit utc © £ lager; 2 4 
And fo mee thinkesT fee the Lord come running in a- 
mong the mercileſle befiegers of this place, and crying 
out aS 1ſa..3.15. What mean yee that yee beate my peo- 
pleiin pieces F What doe you-meane to'\doe tothem? 
What- doe -you; purpoſe: to':reduce this Towne to 
nothing -; to .conſume- it all co aſhes ? to butcher 
all my people here; fo-that I ſhall not have ſo much 
as one left ? Is that your-refolution and intent-in- 
deed-? I have'permitted! you! to! wreake a great' deal 
of; your rage 'upon the: houſes and the perſons of 
my. poore fervants-/;; But -what doe: you intend to 
burne all, and;'/kiHl all 2 So that there ſhall not: bee a 
houſe ſtanding , \nor:a:S14 INT alivehere?: I:cannot 
beare it. :.. no the reminder \ your rage” wt. $. re. 
ſtraine.., Andi thus, you fae:GoD limiteth the: wrath 
of [Wicked men... which 8: the. former - member ofthe 
paint, N - Þ ; cio FM \b5- X +> By il 4 "exo 4's 
 +2-Brazch. And asbe limits ic in part; | ſo:that partiof 
« which hee doth not limit; heturneth' it to his owne 
| EI praiſe, 
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praiſe, andfetches glory: to-himſelfe from it» Syrely 
the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee , ſaith the Pſalmili 
here, ſomuchas1s permitted unreſtrained, ſhall bring 
honour to thy. Name 5 and the remainder, &vc; Al- 
though the wrath of man doe not accompliſh the righ- 
teonſneſſe of God , it doth accompliththe glory of God. 
"The Lord (as hedefign'd to doe)gat honour out of Pha- 
roah's rage , and out of the Aflyrians rage , againſt 
his people. And I am confident hee will have ho- 
nour out of the wrath and:rage of his and our mali- 
cious enemies againſt this place, Thus hee hath done 
heretofore, and will doeto:the worldsend. ' But you 
will interpoſe and aske mee.now , Which way doth 
the Lok DÞ fetch praiſe out of the wrath -of wicked 
men againſt his people ? I anſ{wer,principally', two 
WAayeEs. | ? | 
Firſt, Hee fetches praiſe and glory from the rage of 
wicked men againſt his people , as-it : commends the 
greatneſſe of his owne power. *'For it'is a great thing 
that the L ok D ſhould keepe'his people: notwith- 
ſtanding all their fury. ' That though 'there be e- 
nough of the Malignant Church to devoure the Mi- 
litant ,-::fo eate #p 'GoDs' peopye '4s 4 man 'wouldente 
bread. And though they: bee fo' full of bitternefle 
and- wrath againſt them'/as it-is pofflible for men to 
be, 'G oD ſhould preſerve them [notwithſtanding ſafe 
and ſound in themidſt oftheſe men. That hee ſhould 
keepe-them '( as hee doth ſ@metimes ): wnſonrged wnd 
untoxcht'in a fournace of 'wrath'; heate hotter then'or- 
dinary ;*Fhis: ſertethi off>rhe glory” of: his' powets'"'! 
Secondly, God: fetches ipraife:and gloryto)/hinifelfs 
from the rage of wicked men againſt his people $*avit 
doth accidentally commend thei excellency of the' graces 
which hee hath beſtowed upon them. Is it not''very 
C 3 much 
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much (my brethren) that the Saints ſhould ſtand it out, 
and beupright ; notwithſtanding all the ſpite and fury 
of ungodly men againſt them ? That all theirmalice;, all 
theirrage, andall their threatnings , ſhould not cauſe 
them to deſert or to deny the Cauſe of God, no nor 
todroop or faint underit ? Havenot the ſpirits of the 
Saints of God been admirably ſtrengthned and up- 
held in theſe latter times of triall , when there were 
no outward weanes appearing to theeye of ſexce or 
reaſon, and when there were no hopesleft > Is notthe 
graceof God by which they were upheld(then he-you) 
a glorious: thing-2 Hath hee not much honour by it > 
It wasan honour to the Lord that 796 continued con- 
ftant and patient, notwithſtanding all the malice of 
Satan 'and his Inſtruments, and the worſt that 'they 
could doe. It glorified thegrace of God in him. +. And 
therefore God me thinks doth vaunt and. pride him- 
ſelfe in this pretious Saint of his, in that ſpeech of his 
to Satan, Tob 2. 3. Haſt thou conſedered. my ſervaxt 
Job, that there is none like him in the eatth ; and. {till 
he holdeth faſt his integrity 2:\'Though thow haſt 'done 
thy utmoſt to him , hee hath not done as thou didſt 
wickedly ſuggeſt hee would:, chee hath not' yet deſer- 
ted or Gaye mee ::'No., ſtill bee holdeth faſt his in- 
teerity. | 11 i5i wm ) 1 cd 

Andſothe Lord doth ſeeme to fay in theſe dayes to 
the malicious enemies of -his people : Looke upon 
thoſe Saints of mine, though you have plundred them, 
and ſtript them;and turn'd them bare. and'naked to, the 
mercy of the World , though.-you have impriſon'd: 
them, though you have threatned: them with death -it 
ſelfe, they never yeelded orcomplyed with: you, they 
never took the curſed oath that you-:endeavoured toun- 
poſeupon them;they never yet denied menor my caule, 
but 
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but ſtill they have held faſt their integrity,” though'you 
wn." utmoſt of your 'ra me ſpight pod rm 
them. Were not the rage of wicked men declared a- 
gainſt the Saints of God , the glory of his power, and 
grace, could not be magnified and ſet off, as now it is.But 
now the wrath of man doth praiſe him. 

- Yſe 1. Now to apply it very brietely, Ts it ſo that 
| ade, the wrath of 1. ranrue have no hmits in 
It, yetthe Lord fets limits toit 2 Why thenlT fay as Da- 
vid touching the Philiſtine , let no mans heart faile hins 
by reaſon ofthe rage of theſe men.” Letthem fume, and 
fetthem ſtorme:, and let them ſwelleventill they burſt 
with inward fury 3 they ſhall doe but what the hand 
and counfell of God determined before to be done. When 
they have done what he determines, they ſhallnot moye 
one Jot, they ſhall not ſtirre an inch further. -- And why 
then are you ſo affraid of the oppreſſor as the Prophet 
ipeakes, and forget the Lord your maker , who limiteth 
and boundeth their fury 2 0h you of little faith ,wherfore 

Why will you ſay, though God reſtraine the wrath 
and rage of wicked wretches many times, yet at ſome 0- 
ther times he permits it to break outin a very great mea- 
fare - and fo wee havecauſe to bee affraid oftit >: Yet 
| hereis comfort ſtill ( my brethren) for that which hee 

itteth unreſtrained, he turneth to his owne glory. 
And ſhall wenot take ſweet encouragement in this, that 
Gods glorified, though our ſelves peffer ? Should wee 
not cheerefully endure a little of their rage, ſothe Lord 
have honour by it > Should wee not preferre bis glory 
farre beyond our owe quiet 2 So that you ſee wee want 
not ſomething to ſupport us every way, and however 
watters-goe. If God reftraine the wrath of wicked 
wretches; wee have eaſe, if hespernut it nr” : 
| e 
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" behathpraiſe. - And this isnotan empty notion, rais'd 


y fancy,” but a certainethimg, there is nodoubt, no 
queſtion tobe made of this ; and hence the Holy Ghoſt 
hath ſet a ſurety onit in my Text; Sxrely the wrath of 
wan fhall praiſe thee,and the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou 
reſtraine. «© 1 


- Well then, {my brethren) tn the ſecond' place, 


| ſince the Lord will have it ſo, fince hee hath ſaid it ſhall 


be ſo, let the wrath of man praiſe hizs. There hath 
been 'much of the envenom'd rage of wicked men let 
out againſt this poore 'Fowne, Oh let us'praifethe Lord 
thatkept us unconſum'd in the heat of their fury; that 
when the Towne was ſtormw'd ſo deſperately (as you 
know it was) - for ſo-many dayes together , God kept 
you, who are-here before kit, in that ftorme ,  and"did 
not ſuffer any of that haile to fall upon you; | That 
when others fell by the Bullet and the Sword, your: 
bloud was pretious,, and your lives were deare to' him. 
Say. now as' Hezekiah, Iſaiah 38. 19. 0 Lord, the" li- 
ving; the living they ſhall praiſe thee, as we toe this day. 
Nay, that 'Go p did not keep your bodzes onely, but 
your ſpirits too, that he upheld them with unſhaken- 
reſolution in the mid'ſt of ſuch danger. That hee 
united you. ſo firmly all together, who notwithſtan- 
ding were not all of ove mzinde, nor ove way. That 
all the violence and rage that: was declared againſt 
you, was ſo farre from cauſing you to deſert the Cauſe 
of GOD, and to giveup the Towne mto the hands- 
of thoſe that fought againſt it, - as that it madeyouto 
renew your reſolutions to ſticke the faſter to'the Lord; 
and tohis Cauſe, to fight it out in the midſt of fire 
and bloud. Here certainly,the wrath of man doth praiſe 
the Lord; the wrath of man lends'us occaſion to-fingths 
praiſes of our God forever. ' P1118; 17 M 
D And 
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-Andif weeought to-praiſe the Lord with reference 
to that:part of the wrath of man which he let owt,nuch 
more 'with reference to that which hee reſtrain'd. 'Oh 
here was mercy to be ſpoken of to allages, that God 
ſets limits to the rage of theſe. men. That when 
| they ſet their heart as the heart of GOD himelfe, he 
made them know: they "were but men. That when 
they ſaid of this poore Towne, Fall on, andtake' it, 
for there is no reliefe forit; there 75 n9ne to deliver 
#t ; that when they-were "about toenter,, GOD put 
his hook into-their Noſtrills,; and-kais bridle in thei 
Lippes, and cartied theni another way. Brethren, 
= may reflect upon .the-time when you ſtood loo- 
ing outat the Windowes, - and crying-asthe Mother 
of Siſera, -tudges 5.28, Why is the Chat iot : ſo' long a 
comming \ 2 Why: doe the iWheteles of 'the Ghartot: lon- 
ger 2 Why is Reliefe fo long a commitig > Why doth 
it ſtay and linger thus? Why' doth it meet with ſuch 
_ procraftinations: and delays ? ' And in the end/conchi- 
ded: thattherewasno hi pode Frms .but-you-ſhould 
furely-periſh by the hands of theſe men. - And when 
your hearts were gone, 'and hopes weregone; when 
you were in the Wilderneſs, Where if you met with 
any pood-or: any comfort , it muſt come from \Hea- 
ven : then G 0D came in, and fſpake comfortably to 
Jon: Oh thinke upon the time when = gave 
your ſelves for loſt, and on a ſuddame fome came 
minning/'in arid told 'you;, Reliefe is come, Oh was 
not thata fweet-and welcome word, Reliefe is come? 
Were you not as Iſrael was in ſuch a caſe, like men 
that dreame 2 Did you not doubt this happy tidings 
was. onely fancied and conceited in a Dreame, and 
that there was nothing -of truth and reality in it ? 
It was ſo farre above your hopes, and beyond your 
expectations 


ations. And now , 'my brethren, I beleeye 

your: heartsare very much enlarged and ready'to breake 
out into the praiſes of the Lord. Mee thinkes I heare 
you putthe queſtion tomee, what ſhall wee doe tomake 
to. appeare that weeare ſen{ible of this mercie? I give 

fomedirections in a-word, and I have done; 

1. Þ acknowledge the reſtraint of our malicious ene- 
mies ts: bes:of G:oD. That it was hee, and healone 


. that ſet limits to theirſiege. Say not, it was the valowr 
\gr the skill of the COMMANDERS, it was#he-conrage 


'#he SOouLD1 ER s ( though many of them did be- 
_— therace of men, hr xtryd high applauſe 
and: commendation as inſtruments are capable of ).but 
mvhey ſay, their wrath and rage did Go DÞ reſtraine. 
And;trabyiGo Þ was viſibly and: adqurably ſeene- in 
this baſineſle;' For when our Line-was almoſt empty 
of Defendants , - and- when the bodies of your ene- 
mies:were not reſtrained by any thing that you could 
atherdoeorſes;, the Lok ®DÞ roftraned their {horer, 
as the PA SPHET fpeakes in the 'Verle that follows. 
next ſave-one-upon my TExT, fo that they had no 
hearts'to'come on. And therefore now let al! your 
banes ony. ont- and ſay, LOR D-none is like to thee, that 
Wee reunbroken. / Let allyour houſes ſay, LoKD 
none.1s-like: to thee, \ that wee are ſtanding. 'Let all 
your. #/ives and Children fay, LorxD none is like to 
thee, that wee-are living, They were not Workes 
they'were not Gunnes and'Souldiers that preſerved 


- Qs, hs rear an 'but their wrath did God 


raino.;; andtherefore let the Lord and he alone have 
1-2, Endeavour to: bee large to bias in duty who hath 
heene linge to: you in avercio. There was a- time you 
know: when you were ſhut up by your giemies,. who 
fP) D 2 _ 
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kept you int on every ſide , when you were held with- 
in a very narrow compaſle.' But now the:LoK D hath 
ſet you in 4 large place. Ohlet your hearts Tpray you 
-bee enlarged to him in praiſes, and let your hands ji en- 
l arged to him in ſervice. Oh doe not-goe ,, but rux: the 
wayes of his Commandements , now he hath ſet you thus at 
liberty. Doe not thinkeit 1s enough to walke on in an 
ordinary track of duty,but ſtrive to doe 7impeedr as Chriſt 
ſpeakes, ſome ſingular, fine, excellent , ſome extraor- 
dinary thing , and to abound-in the worke of the.E 0K D, 
who bath laid out. the riches of his mercie on 
you. | | 
3. Improve and lay out all that you have left for -G o D, 
and beſtow it allapon himz. Beloved, G o D bath given 
you- your ſonnes, ' your - wives, your :children;;:; 
eſtates , yourlives.. If you have any thing; he gave'it: 
youthe ſecond time, heerenewed your tenurein itthis 
day. If hee had but let looſe the enemie,;; and if hee 
had not mightily reſtrained him, inall appearance yau) 
had loſt all, : You maytrulyſay to GopasDavHdl doth, 
thou art the God of onr life, and therefore-noaw- live to 
him : Thou art, the God of our ſtrength, and our wealth, 
and our comfort , and therefore lay out all fonhim.: -.., 
4- Let all thoſe Vowes and Covenants whyeh :you 
made to God in dayes of miſerie , be rernembrettkndob- 
ſerved in dayesof mercie. Snrely'thewrath of man ſhall 
praiſe thee , the remainder of wrath ſhalt thow reſtraine 
and then the next wordsare, Hom nunta:the Lord: and pay. 


it, - Brethren I make no:queſtian;:when you. lobkz# for - 


nothingelſe but death and ruihegjonengagd yourlelves 
to God by many obligations. Oh how obedient avid 
how boly:you would be ,-ift hewauld put deliver you 
this once,- ifhee would ſave you fromthis death euelyi 
You told the Lord a very fairetale. - Put ſay. wy, _ 
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thren;have you paid thoſe Vows? have you made good 
thoſe Obligations'? 'or did you onely flatter with 
him , as 'wee are wont to flatter men to attaine our 
owneends ? May that bee ſaid of you which David 
notes of '2ſrae! , Plalme 78. 36. When hee slew them, 
they ſought. him,@c. Nevertheleſſe , they did but flat= 
ter him , their heart was not right, with hin," nor were 
they le C in their Covenant > Well, bee' aſſured 
. God will- not flatter, hee will not dally with you 
when hee comes about againe. Praiſe, 'and Qbe- 
diene, and Thankfulneſle was due, before you made 
theſe Vowes to God ;* but you'have made it doubly 
due," by laying'on your. ſelves ſuch ſacred Bonds as 
theſe-are. And have you broken theſe Bonds ? I 

weare when: you examitie what'your wayes hivebecn, 
fince you had Teſpite | you-will acknowledge; you 
have broken 'them indeed, and* deſperately caſt a- 
way” theſe Cords from you. TI willnot ſhake-my Lap 
at you, ts Nehemiah ſometimes did, nor ſay: as hee, 
Chapter gi Yetfe T3: SoGod hike out every man from 
his Ka e and from his labour, that hath not kept the 
promiſe that he made with God at that tizre 5, Even thus 
let him be ſhaken out and emptied. No, that bee farre 
from mee. But I will rather ſay as holy Hezehzah 
in another caſe, The good Lord pardon every one, that 
hath not kept his ſolemne,Vowes, and remember not 


' his breaches, to avenge the quarrel] of his Covenant on 


him, when thenext day of Viſitation comes. 

5. Endeavour to perpetuate the memory of this 
Mercy.,..wertet-upontheLintells of your doores,upon 
the Palmes of your. hands, upon the Tables of 
your hearts, relate the ſtory of it to your Chil- 
dren, that ſo theGenerations that are yet tocome, 


may. 
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may bleſſe the Lord; that you. may keep: the Praiſes. 
of _ God alive, even tothe Ark. end. | Oh'let- 
not ſach a ſweet and preciqus merey dye with you. 
Let not that beecharged upon you which D 4 v 1 D. 
chargeth upon. Iſrael , That you forget the warkes of, 
God, and the wonders that hee hath ſbewne. you. That 
youforger, the: time when: the Enemy was. entring,, 
and God ſent Reliefe from Heaven, and reſtrained 
his fury. Oh let this day beealwaies ſolemne to. you, 
a day of gladneſs , and of Feaſting, and. 4 gaod day, 
to all generations, I ſay as God unto Pzgkiel, Baoks 
24. 2. Write the name. of the day, ever of this ſame 
diy, the'deventh of MAY ;: the Enemy of ourRe- 
ligion;, 'and:of our Liberty, and Peace,. [et hineſolfe 
&847 | "TAuNT0O N this Jann dey: ::'T - God: of 
Heaven ſhewed hinfelfe,for T 4wNTEN this Game 
day. Hallelujah, Salvation, and Honour, and Glory, 
and Power, and Might, and Dominips:, and , 
Everlaſting Praiſe be unto Him tha farvypon - - - 
the Throne, and tatheLambinall the . - i 

Churches: of the Saints far ever 

andever.. AMEN. 
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